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Date               
Dear Mrs. Özcan, dear Mrs. Sabancı Dinçer

Recently, I heard that Akbank is going to support the proposed Ilisu hydropower dam project. I am gravely concerned about the tremendeous cultural, social and environmental losses that would be caused by construction of the Ilisu dam. Therefore, I urgently ask you to reconsider your involvement in this risky project.

The Ilisu dam project would lead to the flooding of the ancient town of Hasankeyf, which is over 12,000 years old and contains cultural heritage of at least 20 eastern and western cultures. Furthermore, the reservoir area contains more than 300 archaeological sites as well as 5,500 caves. The Tigris river has outstanding ecological importance for biodiversity and species protection and is one of few rather intact rivers. This ecosystem would be largely destroyed by the construction of the dam.

With the implementation of the Ilisu project up to 85,000 people would loose their livelihoods and face great poverty. Since the majority of the affected people own little or no land, they would not receive compensation that is adequate and in accordance with international standards. The social, cultural and environmental destruction would also lead to a decline in the regional economy. 
The unique cultural and natural heritage of Hasankeyf and the Tigris Valley is of major importance for the region as well as the entire humanity. It fulfils nine of ten criteria to become a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Akbank claims to be a supporter of cultural projects and names the enrichment of cultural and social life in Turkey as its mission. These goals are gravely foiled by the loan approval for the Ilisu project. 

I would like to stress that I do not agree to your funding decision for the Ilisu project. Should the loan approval not be withdrawn, this would constitute a grave loss of trust for your bank which I would take into account in my future investment decisions. 
Please inform me of the further steps undertaken by your bank regarding this project. 

With kind regards

Name:_______________________Address:_________________________Signature:__________
